
Canada 150 Lecture Series - “The Okanagan Valley to 1867” 

 

The format would include a 45 minute talk on the subject with Power Point illustrations, followed by a 

15 minute question and answer period. 

 

Sunday, November 19, 1:30 pm - The First Nations – First of all, I will outline the geographical setting 

and then examine the culture of the Plateau Native People both pre-horse and post-horse, with 

particular attention to the Okanagans. The lecture will look at the subsistence culture of the Plateau 

First Nations, both the Salish and Sahaptan language groups and the changes that the coming of the 

horse brought about. I will look at their annual cycle, material culture and inter-tribal trade routes with a 

focus on the Okanagan Valley trail that connected the Columbia and Fraser River drainage systems.  

 

Saturday, November 25, 1:30 pm - The Fur Traders from 1811 to 1847– Beginning with the first contact 

with white traders such as David Thompson of the North West Company and David Stuart of the Pacific 

Fur Company, I will look at the routes followed and the trading posts established, particularly in the 

Okanagan Valley and its vicinity. The brigade trail, which ran through the Okanagan Valley from Fort 

Okanagan to Fort Kamloops and beyond, was the major transportation route in the Interior. I will also 

examine the relationship between the traders and the First Nations and the inevitable tensions of this 

“clash of cultures.” 

 

Sunday, December 3, 1:30 pm - The Miners’ Brigades and the Traders from 1858 to 1866 – Beginning in 

early 1858, there was a rush of miners to the Lower Fraser River, mostly though Victoria and Fort 

Langley. But large groups of miners traveled up the former fur trade Brigade Trail through the Okanagan 

Valley, which circumvented the almost impassible Fraser Canyon. I will look at the ensuing clashes 

between the miners’ brigades and the First Nations people. At the same time, traders like Joel Palmer 

were using the trail to bring merchandise from Oregon to the miners above the Fraser Canyon.  

 

Saturday, December 9, 1;30 PM - The Drovers from 1859 to 1868 – Initially cattle from the Willamette 

River Valley in Oregon were shipped by boat to the Lower Fraser River but the successful use of the 

Brigade Trail meant that there was an overland route to the Cariboo goldfields. Between 1859 and 1868, 

over 22,000 head of cattle and large numbers of horses, sheep and even pigs were driven over what 

came to be called the Cariboo Trail. The drovers found the bunch grass ranges of British Columbia to be 

particularly nutritious and the Interior was soon seen as an ideal grazing area. 

 

Sunday, December 17, 1:30 pm - The Colonial Government from 1858 to 1870 – The huge influx of 

American miners to the Lower Fraser in the spring of 1858 prompted the British government to establish 

the Colony of British Columbia to ensure that the territory remained British. The new colonial 

government was concerned that the trail through the Okanagan was the main access to the Cariboo 

goldfields for American goods and established a customs house at the border. The situation became 

more complicated when gold was discovered at Rock Creek, just north of the border. We will look at the 

presence of the Colonial government in the Okanagan and its treatment of the First Nations in the 

region. 


