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O 'KEEFE  RANCH  HISTORY
The O’Keefe Ranch was founded in 1867 by,

Cornel ius O’Keefe and his partners,  Thomas

Greenhow and Thomas Wood.  They were

driv ing catt le north when they arr ived at  the

Okanagan Lake in June of 1867.  They took up

160 acres each,  the maximum allowed by the

Colonial  government,  and began their

ranches.  The O’Keefe Ranch grew as

Cornel ius O’Keefe acquired more land.

By the turn of  the century the O’Keefe Ranch

had grown to cover over 12,000 acres.

Cornel ius sold much of this land in 1907 but

the O’Keefe family carr ied on ranching on a

smaller scale and l iv ing in the beauti ful

Victor ian house that Cornel ius had bui l t

dur ing the ranch’s hay-day.

After the death of  Cornel ius in 1919,  his  wife

El izabeth,  and later his son,  Tierney,

managed the O’Keefe Ranch and careful ly

maintained the bui ldings and grounds of the

homestead.  I t  was Tierney O’Keefe and his

wife,  Betty,  who decided to open the ranch

as a her i tage s ite in the mid-1960s.   They

restored the remaining bui ldings,  relocated

the blacksmith shop and re-constructed the

General  Store.  In June of 1967,  Premier

W.A.C.  Bennett  opened i t  to the publ ic ,

ushering in a new era for this histor ic place.

The O’Keefe’s sold the bui ldings,  art i facts

and land to the Devonian Foundation from

Calgary which,  in turn,  gave the ranch to the

City of  Vernon.  The Ranch is  now operated

by a non-prof i t  society,  The O’Keefe Ranch &

Inter ior  Heritage Society .



O'Keefe Ranch is Open by Donation

Buy a 2020/ 2021 Seasons Pass
Visit the Ranch by donation
Make an online donation (tax receipts are
available)
Purchases tickets to the Cowboy Camp Fire or
Cemetery Ghost Tours (www.ticketseller.ca)
Volunteer
More opportunities coming soon...

Like many businesses, COVID-19 has had an impact
on the Ranch's 2020 operating season. Every year
we rely on community support and this year, the
Ranch's need is even greater. Here are some ways
you can help keep "History Alive", and to ensure
that the story of the O'Keefe Ranch can be
preserved and shared for generations to come:
 

 
We look forward to seeing you at the O'Keefe
Ranch this summer.

June 24th to September 26th

The ranch is open Wednesday through Saturday 10:00 - 4:00 (except Statutory Holidays).

For the safety of all guests, volunteers & staff only select buildings will be open.

If you would like to walk the grounds outside of the tour times, please do so.



O 'KEEFE  @ DAWN  & DUSK
UNT I L  OC TOB ER  30 TH  
Come enjoy a self-guided tour around the Ranch at your own leisure. Even though the
buildings are closed, the grounds are open for walks, picnics and a visit with the animals.
Dogs are welcome (on a leash). The Cattlemen's Club restaurant is open for dine in and take
out service. Please call 250-542-2178 for reservations, operating hours and menu options or
check out their website (www.cattlemensclub.ca). When touring the Ranch, you can also
check out the online exhibits found on our website (www.okeeferanch.ca) and videos on our
YouTube channel for interesting historical facts about the Ranch. Some of the sites you can
see include: 

LOG HOUSE
The original Log House was constructed between 1876-1877, and originally sat where
the Mansion is today. During this time, Cornelius O'Keefe travelled home to
Fallowfield Ontario, for the first time since he left in 1861.
 

GENERAL STORE
The original General Store was built around 1879, and was located near the present
day Pottery Shed. In 1871, the colony of British Columbia joined the Canadian
confederation. At this time Cornelius O'Keefe petitioned the government to have a
post office established in the Okanagan, and volunteered himself as Postmaster.
O'Keefe's request was granted, and in 1872, the General Store became the site of the
Okanagon Post Office (it was spelled differently then compared to how we spell it
today)
 

BLACKSMITH SHOP
The Ranch's original Blacksmith Shop was located across the road. Unfortunately, the
O'Keefes' did have a few blacksmith shops burn down. This one is a replica built in the
1960's.
 

ST.ANN'S CHURCH
The Church was constructed in 'Carpenter Gothic' style and has been recently
restored to how it would have looked in 1889. St. Ann's never had a resident priest -
instead with was serviced by Oblate Priests who travelled through the region. St.
Ann's Church is still a very popular wedding location.



CHINESE COOKS HOUSE
This is the dwelling given to the O'Keefe's Chinese employees. There was a large population of
Chinese migrant workers in British Columbia, who had helped in the Gold Fields of the Cariboo,
and later on the Canadian railway (which was completed in 1885). After the completion of the
railway, Chinese workers took jobs in laundries and restaurants, or worked domestically in
homes. The O'Keefe family hired Chinese migrant workers as early as the 1890's. 
   

POTTERY BARN
This Pottery Barn houses the work of potter Burt Cohen. What visitors may not know is that the
pottery doubles as a research workshop for the non-profit organization Potters Without
Borders. More information can be found at the website: www.potterswithoutborders.com
 

ANIMAL EXHIBITS
Don’t forget to visit our farm animals, a favorite attraction for kids. The Jacob Sheep, with their
double sets of curved horns, are a rare historic breed and unique to see. The Ranch also
features a very friendly herd of miniature goats, and our bird pens are filled with exotic and
domestic birds, featuring roosters, peacocks and turkeys. Of course remember to say hi to our
resident donkey Flapjack. 
 

PIONEER POWER CLUB EQUIPMENT DISPLAYS
The Pioneer Power Club restores and displays antique farm equipment, which is on display in
various locations around the Ranch.
 

BALMORAL SCHOOL HOUSE
This one-room school house, constructed in 1912, was used to meet the needs of the growing
population is the North Salmon Arm area. The school room was used between 1912 and 1951
and was moved to the O'Keefe Ranch in 1991 and resorted to its original one-room school use.
 

SCHUBERT HOUSE
Was built for Augustus Schubert Jr in 1890 on the Gumboot Ranch. It was moved to O'Keefe
ranch in 1990. The Schuberts' travelled across the country in 1862 in search of a more
prosperous life in British Columbia on a journey known as the "Overlander Expedition".

O 'KEEFE  @ DAWN  & DUSK
UNT I L  OC TOB ER  30 TH



ADULT  CLASSES

NORTH OKANAGAN MODEL RAILWAY
ASSOCIATION INFORMATION SESSION 
Join the North Okanagan Model Railway Association
for a free public information session on model
railroads, with members from the association.
Meetings take place on the third Wednesday from
May to August. Meetings starts at 7:00pm in the
Greenhow Museum (2nd Floor) at Historic O'Keefe
Ranch. To register for this session, please call O'Keefe
Ranch at 250-542-7868.

CHEESE MAKING CLASSES 

Join Naomi to learn how to make your own cheese
pick from Mozzarella or Gouda 
Mozzarella July 4 9-12 and August 2 9-12; 
Gouda July 19th 9-12; 
Cost is $75 per person. To register for this session,
please call O'Keefe Ranch at 250-542-7868.

LINE DANCING 

Join Joy Aadland on July 18th from 5:30-7 as she
teaches you the basic of line dancing.  All ages and
abilities welcome. Cost is $25 per person. To register for
this session, please call O'Keefe Ranch at 250-542-7868.

Pre-Registration Required

Wool Spinning

Have you ever wanted to learn how to spin wool, or have an
old spinner at home that you don't know how to use? Come
on down to the O'Keefe Ranch and join Brenda Giesbrecht
as she will teach you how to spin wool. If you have an old
spinner and want to learn how to use it bring it with you and
she will teach you how to use it. Classes will be held outside
in the shade to enjoy the fresh air. Classes are on:
July 19, Aug 16, Sept 20.
Cost $20 per person.



Join our goats for some terrific Goat Yoga in the
fresh air and sunshine! Our goats are very friendly
and love participating in Yoga Sessions with you! 
 
Classes are 10-11 am
June 27th
July 11th, 15th, 25th
August 8th, 12th, 29th
September 5th,12th,16th 
To pre-register please call  250-542-7868 
Group Sessions Available, email:
events@okeeferanch.ca for more information! 

Yoga with Goats 
Pre-Registration Required

Ghost and Cemetery Tours 
Join Mr. Gabriel David Sumegi Newman the 2nd on the most
macabre and thrilling tour of the summer! By combining the
popular Ghost Tours of the O’Keefe Ranch with a full cemetery
tour and a campfire ghost story, “The Ghost and Cemetery Tour” is
sure to excite the curious, the enthusiastic and the adventurous! 
Mr. Newman, whose popular Ghost Tours of Vernon have been
running for seventeen years, has teamed up again with the Historic
O’Keefe Ranch tell the story of the Ranch through his own unique
lens. “I am always excited to present at the Ranch because it has
historic homes you can go into once you have heard the story, and
an actual cemetery to explore,” says Newman who adds, “This is
also a great opportunity to learn about many of the people buried
in the cemetery under unmarked graves.”
This walking tour of the O’Keefe Ranch is approximately an hour
and twenty minutes long and only available on limited days
through the summer. 
Thu, Jun 25, 2020 @ 8:00 pm, Thu, Jul 9, 2020 @ 8:00 pm; Thu, Jul
23, 2020 @ 8:00 pm
Tickets available on Ticket Seller at www.ticketseller.ca.  Ticket
are $25.00 General Admission (includes taxes and fees)



The sounds of a crackl ing f i re as the day comes to a close.  Cowboys gather
around the campfire to share songs,  stor ies and cowboy poetry of
adventures on the open range.  This part  of  the history cont inues today on
the ranches in BC that had their  beginnings during the gold rush in the early
days of  the province.  The O’Keefe Ranch is  cont inuing i ts  cowboy tradit ion
as they treat guests to an experience that is  sure to be the highl ight of  this
summer.
 
The Catt lemen’s Club Restaurant wil l  be open for dine in or take our service
prior  to the show. Come in early and enjoy a tasty cowboy meal at  your
leisure ( t icket pr ices do not include meals,  please cal l  250-542-2178 for
reservat ions,  operat ing hours and menu options or check out their  website;
www.cattlemensclub.ca .  
 
The evening wil l  start  with a self-guided tour of  the Histor ic O’keefe Ranch
and many of the ranch s ites that was at  one t ime the hub of act iv i t ies in the
community .  Experience history as the ranch comes al ive.  Guests also have
the opportunity to become a cowboy or cowgir l  for  the evening as you learn
how to throw a cowboy lar iat  (which wil l  include a fun competit ion) ,  and take
a tr ip around the ranch on a hay wagon.
 
The evening concludes with an authentic cowboy campfire under the stars .  
Join Rob Dinwoodie and Open Range with histor ian,  author and cowboy poet
Ken Mather as they take you on a journey of the history of  the BC cowboy.
What are you wait ing for? Pull  on your boots and cowboy hat and be a
cowboy for the evening.
 
This event is  l imited to 45 guests and wil l  have al l  the necessary provis ions
in place to ensure your safety while you enjoy this fascinat ing
event .Purcahse you t ickets on t icket Seller  at  https://www.ticketseller .ca .

COWBOY  CAMP  FIRE
Starting in July



O'Keefe Ranch Education Programs are offered in May, June
and September The School Program operates near capacity,
and we are  currently accepting bookings for the 2021 school
year.
 
The Historic O'Keefe Ranch is a unique site for a school field trip.
The program offers immersive learning opportunities for
elementary students, and annually attracts schools from
throughout the valley. Teachers can find our program listings on
our website,  and can choose the lessons that will best suit
them. All groups can book 3 guided and 1 self-guided program
to fill out their day. Our program is tailored to each grade and
has flexibility to include special requests. Students are divided
into groups so that they can best experience the different
learning stations. 
 
Field Trips at O'Keefe Ranch are $8 per student and per parent
volunteer ($8.40 with GST). Teachers, educational assistants,
and bus drivers are free. 
 
To book your Field Trip at O'Keefe Ranch, download our online
form and send the completed version
to: educate@okeeferanch.ca
 
For more information visit www.okeeferanch.ca or 
call (250) 542-7868.

SCHOOL  PROGRAMS



Blacksmith Classes 
Join Blacksmith Patrick Mclvor of the Dancing Scot Forge to learn
the skills it takes to make art out of metal.
Patrick offers a number of courses every month. Please check out
www.dancingscotforge.com for any upcoming classes.
Patrick has recently invested in his professional development
by working with master blacksmith Alfred Habermann in
Austria. He has also participated in blacksmith events
throughout Europe including the Czech Republic, Ukraine,
Lithuania, and Italy. He is inspired by work of quality and design
that has rarely seen in North America, and   looks forward to
sharing his knowledge and skills with students.
To register for a class please call Patrick directly at  
250-687-0554 or email him at patmcivor@yahoo.ca.  

Burt Cohen is both a working potter and researcher trained in Japan and India. Burt works with
Potters Without Borders, (PWB) and maintains a small research facility that doubles as a
working pottery shop, which is located kiddy corner from the O'Keefe Mansion. Feel free to go
in and look at all of Burt's work or ask him questions about Potters Without Borders. 
 

Potter Without Borders is a non-profit organization that provides free assistance and technical
advisement to develop Ceramic Water Filter (CWF) production facilities around the world.
These low-cost filters have a significant health impact in communities, by allowing families to
make their own potable water.   Potters Without Borders partners with international NGOs,
charities, and faith- based organizations who want to make filters but lack the technical skills
necessary to implement reliable projects. More information on filters and Potters Without
Borders can be found at their website  http://www.potterswithoutborders.com/

Pottery Shop 



Cattlemen's Club Restaurant
This family run establishment takes great pride in what they do, serving customers from all
walks of life. In a rustic styled establishment nestled at the Historic O’Keefe ranch in Vernon
B.C., the Cattlemen's Club offers the perfect location and rustic charm for a variety of
functions, whether it be a classy evening out, wedding, fun family reunion, or enjoying a beer
on the patio. 
 

Owner and Chef Dale Flowers has brought his big city training and experience, and
recaptured it into the small town feel of his kitchen. Understanding the wants of his clientele
with, hot, home cooked food, with the basics of locally-grown ingredients and the
appreciation of his surroundings.
 

Serving specials throughout the week that are sure to please even the pickiest of eaters.
Please call for inquires and reservations 250 542 2178
 

Be sure to check out details on specials and catering options at:
 www.cattlemensclub.ca



The attic of the O'Keefe Mansion home used to be home to young girls that worked for the O'Keefe
family. Below is the story of two girls that used to work for the O'Keefe family.
 

Christina (Tina) Ludwig was born in the Rhineland Palatinate region of Germany, in 1885, to Peter
and Margarete Ludwig. Her little sister, Katharina (Katy), was born three years later, in 1898. 
The family – which came to include 8 children – came to Canada in 1911. They settled in the
Okanagan, where Katy and Tina’s father Joseph helped with haying at O’Keefe Ranch, and brothers
Henry and Michael worked on the farm year-round. 
 

Tina and Katy both lived and worked at O’Keefe Ranch from ca. 1915-1919. They lived in the attic
and helped with housework, mending, and cooking. Evidence suggests that at this time, the
O’Keefe family still employed a seamstress as well as a laundress. 
 

When the girls moved into the house, it would have been pretty fancy and included indoor
plumbing and even a telephone. However, they would have used the back staircase, which is
much narrower than the front staircase. The stairs up to their attic bedroom are very narrow and
steep. The attic would have been extremely warm in the summer and very cold in the winter 
Katy later remembered the years leading up to 1919, when Cornelius O’Keefe’s health was
declining. The night before his death she fed him a cup of warm milk. The next day, he died in his
favorite chair in the cozy, warm kitchen. Katy had to cook the funeral dinner, and later recalled that
she must have done well, because Elizabeth O’Keefe gave her a good tip.  
.  

Looking to explore local history, art, culture and events? Driftscape is a free app for travellers
and curious locals to discover hidden gems nearby!
 
Driftscape is a mobile app that provides a platform for local organizations to share site specific
stories, tours and events. For users, the app is free and it provides a great way to explore
what's around you. Simply select what your interested in and start walking. You'll be notified
when there's something nearby.  
 
You can now explore the city in augmented reality on Driftscape. Access the new AR mode
and see nearby markers appear in the streetscape around you. It's a new way to discover local
arts, culture and history. These markers represent places of interest, events, and tours from
local organizations. 
 
To download the app go to the App Store or Google Play. 

O'Keefe Ranch is on Driftscape 

Did you know...  



Whether your group needs a quick break or a
relaxed vis i t ,  we can custom-design a
package that ’s  just  r ight for  your group.
(Ranch Group Tour Rates (10  or more)  -
$10.00 per person + GST = $10.50 CAN)
 
Group Tours include a guided tour of  the
elegant Victor ian O’Keefe Mansion,  a self-
guided tour of  al l  the other histor ical
bui ldings and attract ions including the
Schubert  Family House,  General  Store,
Greenhow Museum, miniature rai lway display,
our rare breed animals and so much more.
 
The Ranch tour port ion can take as l i t t le or as
much t ime as you need.  A minimum of one
hour is  recommend to have a walk around the
ranch grounds and take in our history,
including the guided tour of  the mansion,  but
an extended 2-3 hours vis i t  is  recommended.
We look forward to giv ing your cl ients the
best possible experience.

GROUP  TOURS



WEDDINGS
The Historic O'Keefe Ranch offers several wedding and
reception venues with a unique heritage ambiance. All
weddings are individually designed to ensure a perfect
memory. The backdrop provides opportunities for
stunning photography for your special day. We are
currently accepting bookings for the 2021 season. 

EVENT  RENTALS
The Historic O'Keefe Ranch offers a number of event
venues with a unique heritage ambiance. All events are
individually designed to ensure a perfect memory for
your guests. The historical ranch backdrop provides for
an unforgettable event that people will talk about for
years. We are currently accepting bookings for the 2021
season 

Historic O’Keefe Ranch

9380 Hwy 97N

Vernon, BC V1T 6M8

Phone: (250) 542-7868

www.okeeferanch.ca

Email: info@okeeferanch.ca  

CONTACT  US


